
First Baptist Church Smiths Falls 
June 13, 2021

Musical Prelude: 1. Preservice Video
2. Song

Greetings: "Good Morning"
We welcome our guests and visitors,

Call to Worship: Psalm 8:1
 “O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.”

Announcements

Prayer of Approach:
God of the living, we are more apt to chide you in the untimely
death of a member of our families or one of our friends than to
mourn what people have done to your incarnate Son Jesus of
Nazareth.  When you have spared our lives in serious illness, or
accident, we have vowed in our thanksgiving to serve you
without reservation, but soon we take life for granted again and
forget our vows.  Forgive us for the sake of him, who,  for our
sins, was crucified and raised from the dead, even Jesus Christ. 
We hold tight to Your forgiveness We hear the Good News! 
We embrace the joy of the revelation of Your's grace as found
in Jesus Christ which has been preached to all people. We
choose to believe in the Good News.  Thank You, Lord  Jesus
Christ, that we are forgiven.  Lord teach us Your compassion
so that our hearts may learn to go out to the bereaved.  Teach
us how to pray. Teach us how to read Your Holy Word daily. 
Teach us how to tell our friends, our neighbours, our family
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about You and your loving grace.  In your name. Amen.

Hymn of Approach: 1. 
2
3

God's Tithes, Offering & Gifts: Acts 20:35
   “In all this I have given you an example that by such work
we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord
Jesus, for he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to
receive.'"

Offering Prayer:
  Every good gift comes from You, our Father. Out of the
abundance You have poured out upon us we have experienced
spiritual and material blessings beyond measure. Out of that
same abundance we offer back to You these expressions of our
gratitude. Receive them in the name of Jesus Christ, and use
them to bring Him glory. Amen.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 146:1-10
L: Praise the LORD!
P: Praise the LORD, O my soul!
L: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to 
God all my life long.
P: Do not put your trust in mortals in whom there is no help.
L: When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that
very day their plans perish.
P: Happy are those whose help is from God, whose hope is in
the LORD their God,
L: Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
P: Who keeps faith forever;
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L: Who executes justice for the oppressed;
P: Who gives food to the hungry.
L: The LORD sets the prisoners free;
P: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
L: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
P: The LORD loves the righteous.
L: The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the
orphan and the widow.
P: But the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. The LORD will
reign forever.  Praise the LORD!  

Children'S 1
2
3

Scripture Readings: 1 Kings 17:8-16 (NKJV)
 “Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 9 “Arise, go
to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I
have commanded a widow there to provide for you.” 10 So he
arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of
the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he
called to her and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup,
that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to get it, he called
to her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.” 12 So she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I do not
have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a
jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in
and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and
die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you
have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it
to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. 14
For thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not
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be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the
Lord sends rain on the earth.’” 15 So she went away and did
according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her
household ate for many days. 16 The bin of flour was not used
up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the
Lord which He spoke by Elijah.”

Worship in Song:

Congregational Prayer:
  Unchanging God our Father, Man of sorrows and joy, Son of
God our Saviour, Life-giving Holy Spirit, we rejoice that in
your favour there is life.  Tears may linger until nightfall, but
joy comes in the morning.  When you turn your face from us
we are filled with dismay, but when in Christ you smile upon
us we are clothed with joy.  We strip off the sackcloth of
despair and put on baptismal robes of holiness and everlasting
life by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us give you our
life, day by day, as long as we live, timeless God, until in death
you take us to higher service.  Then perfect us in that service to
which we are now a disciple in Jesus Christ who taught us to
pray:  Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever
and ever. Amen.

Message: "Which Way To My Zarephath"
Introduction:
• William Williams. Seriously, if your last name was Williams

would you call your sweet baby William...? But William
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Williams has a great story in Christian History from the 18th

Century.  Stirred the land with energetic sermons, and great

music, a 24 year old Welsh Preacher, Howell Harris, changed

the heart of twenty year old medical student William

Williams.  Williams dedicated his life to God and the

Christian ministry.  With Wales as his parish, Williams spent

the next 43 years travelling over 100,000 miles on horseback

spreading God's word to his native Wales.  Not only a gifted

speaker, Williams was also a great singer, earning the title,

"The Sweet Singer of Wales." He penned my favourite hymn:

“Guide Me Oh Thou Great Jehovah.”

• Williams changed his life to pursue God's purpose, so did

Elijah, so must you. I want to talk to you today about your

call from God, and challenge you to follow it.

Part 1: Elijah 

• 1 Kings 17 is about the same type of commitment that we
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would call the call of God.  Now, keep in mind that there are

big “C” calls - where you change your life, like William

Williams, for God, and small “C” calls where you walk into

one journey after the other with God.  For Elijah, there was

no logical reason in him going out of the Judea all the way to

Sidon as God commanded.  And once he got there, why

should he be concerned with the plight of a foreigner...

Especially a widow... and her orphaned son.

• Have you been called to serve God?  You all have to say,

“Yes!” to that.  We all have a call from God. We all have

been given a God-sized role that He wants us to do for Him. 

For most of us we are called to serve Jesus in our occupation,

our everyday work for God. For others, like William

Williams, God has a plan for your life that involves full time

work in Gods’s ministry. My call to ministry was highlighted

with objections and whining until God moved me to listen.
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• You too have been given you call from God. Maybe you are

raise your family to love the Lord.  Maybe you are called to

bake a pie for sick neighbours. Maybe you are to be

telephone warrior for Jesus, calling those in need.  Maybe

you are called by God to be prayer warrior, blanketing

everything you can think of in the powerful name of Jesus. 

Perhaps you call is to be compassionate, or generous, or wise,

or athletic for Jesus.  And then your main call with have

smaller calls - go to the park to find a lost soul; stop working

and turn to your fellow worker who is crying; stop for that

girl in the hall at school who looks devastated today.  Elijah

was a prophet: a man called by God to hear His Holy words

and present them to a needy audience. But in 1 Kings 17

Elijah is called to be a rescuer of a dying foreign widow and

her orphaned son.

• And as Elijah follows God's command and goes to the
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foreign woman and her son.  They are dying.  Their food is

just about gone.  He does as God asks, and an incredible

miracle occurs as a result.  Look at the story: an endless

amount of oil and flour.  

• I have seen times when God provides extra in times of need,

but imagine the feeling of believing that you were about to

die from starvation, you had to give of your last, and then

you watched God provide for you an endless supply.

Part 2: Luke 7:11-17

• Let’s turn to Luke 7:11-17 for another story of God’s call. 

The setting is much the same. Another widow is the main

character - another widow who has an orphaned son as her

only child.  And her only son has died too.  There is pain.

Wailing. Crying to God. Tears become food, drying up and

swelling up over and over again.  

• And then Jesus enters the picture.  Coming into Nain, a small
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town located northeast of Nazareth, Jesus quiet literally runs

into that awful scene of a funeral processional.  

• Even today, the sight of the funeral passing by makes people

reflect on life, and we often are touched in witnessing the

event.  Jesus would have been touched even more so as He

realizes that the funeral is for the only son of a widow. 

• And just like the calling of Elijah to the dying widow and her

son in Zarephath from \1 Kings 17, Jesus too is there at just

the right time. There are no chance encounters.  There are no

coincidences.  Nothing is haphazard. All are in God’s hands. 

Speaking words of comfort to the woman Jesus stops the

stretcher bearers, and commands the young man to rise. 

Then, He gives the widow back to her son -  fully alive. 

Part 3: God’s Control and our Callings:

• Think about the stories of Elijah and Jesus.  If they had not

followed God's lead, the consequence would have been great. 
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 But for two widows, and for the ministry of God, the events

of these stories meant a lot.

• Our following of the lead of God into His calling, both big

and small, may not mean life and death -- perhaps -- but our

following the lead of God ALWAYS has important

consequences.  We are all given gifts, abilities and talents,

and we are instructed on how God wants us to use them. 

Failure to use what God has given to you, failure to follow

God's lead, will always have grave consequences and is sin.

• Now you might look at these passages and say, “I'm not

Elijah or Jesus! How can I do such things?!?!?!” And what is

the response?  The Bible is jam-packed full of stories of

people who were used by God. Come, like Deborah in Judges

4 were given a specific and detailed task to do. Others, like

Peter and John coming upon a lame man in Acts 3, a

seemingly random encounter, ended in the lame man
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“...jumping and leaping and praising God!”  Here is the clue:

they stopped whatever else they were doing, and listened to

call of God on their hearts, and saw God use them in

remarkable ways. Even Jesus could have simply kept going.

He could have gone around the funeral processional and gone

to the Nain McDonald’s for a Big Mac and Fries, forgetting

all about the woman and her dead son.  

• All the people of God who were there when God remarkable

things heard God’s call, and stopped what they were doing to

see it come into place.

•  I am glad that God called a medical student named William

Williams. His hymn, "Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah" has

touched my life, and continues to speak to me about the call

of God that I am to have in my life.  

• The call of God is to one person. One call. One God sending

us, His beloved, chosen people, to be His hands and feet. The
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call of God is for one person. You.

Conclusion:

• Are you ready to do God's work? Are prepared to work with

the living, powerful, almighty God? You will never be called

to do God's work as a lone Ranger.  You are called to be in

partnership with the great "I Am." Listen to God's call

ringing in your ears. Then go and do.

• Do you know the way to your Zarephath?  Let God lead you. 

Incredible things will happen.

Hymn: "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah"

Benediction: 2 Corinthians 13:13
  14  (13:13) The grace of the Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Postlude:
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