
First Baptist Church Smiths Falls 
February 28, 2021

Greetings: "Good Morning"  Welcome to all

Call to Worship: Isaiah 55:10-12 New International Version
“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to
it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it
yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that
goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12
You will go out in joy     and be led forth in peace; the mountains and
hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field  will
clap their hands.”

Announcements:

Prayer of Approach:
Blessing and honour be to You our God, for You are the Creator of the
world, the Lord of life and death; and the Father of those who believe.
Before You, God of love, we bow in adoration and praise. We offer
unto You our love as children, our reverence as creatures, and our duty
as servants, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymns and Songs:

God's Tithes, Offering & Gifts: Psalm 50:14 (New King James
Version)
“Offer to God thanksgiving, And pay your vows to the Most High.”

Children's

Scripture Readings: Luke 6:39-49 (New International Version)
“He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will
they not both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but
everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 41 “Why do you
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look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention
to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail
to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out
of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from
your brother’s eye. 43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree
bear good fruit. 44 Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do
not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45 A good man
brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil
man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the
mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for everyone who comes to me
and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what
they are like. 48 They are like a man building a house, who dug down
deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent
struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49
But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is
like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The
moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction
was complete.”

Worship in Song:

Prayer: & The Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and
ever. Amen.

Message: "The Faithful and The Foolish"
Introduction:
• Singer Rita McNeil was an inspiration to everyone.  She grew up in a

poor part of Cape Breton Island in Nova Scotia, and suffered through
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years of abuse including her marriage.  Through her music, though,

Rita rose above her past to forge a new life. Rita gave her gift of

music to inspire others to reach their best possible potential.  Many

people have been encouraged by her songs: "Reason to Believe,"

“We'll Reach the Sky Tonight," & "Flying on Your Own." All songs

about self-esteem.

• Jesus knew about self-worth.  Jesus told people that true self-esteem

only comes from knowing Him as Lord and Saviour in your life. 

• Today, lets turn back to Luke 6, and starting at verse 39, let’s see the

things that Jesus wants us to understand about valuing yourself.

Part 1: The Common Thread

• Jesus talks about blindness, teaching, eye obstructions, fruit trees, and

flooded houses in these short 11 verses of sayings and parable.

• The common theme, the common thread in this passage is knowing

yourself and how God wants to you to be before Him.

• If you have a blindness, don't try to lead others.  Jesus is not talking

about being in a support group of people.  Instead, Jesus is talking

about the need to pick the right person to follow.  We all are in need

of support. We all need someone to guide us. We need direction in
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our life.

• But don't turn to someone who cannot see any better than you. Don’t

turn to someone who is as fallible as yourself.  I love seminars and

workshops where I can grow. But I hate workshops and seminars

when the leader starts out by splitting us unto groups to talk to others

who has also paid for the seminar. Why would I want to learn to from

someone who knows as little as I when I paid for the best to show me

the truth. 

• In life we all need to turn to the best, the brightest, the most able, and

only follow the One who will truly lead us well.  This is Jesus Christ.

• Back in Kitchener I met a wonder man of God. He used to be part of

the motorcycle Henchmen club.  He used to use drugs and alcohol.

He used to live a terrible life. This man related that the way that he let

the group lead him - going to parties were you simply opened your

mouth at the door and unknown drugs were popped in.  He told us of

people who led wild lives, believing and making it look like that

lifestyle was so wonderful.  He told us of the number of funerals he

had been to - friends from the gang who had over-dosed or taken their

own life.  He realized that their lead was taking him off the road of
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life to death - physically and eternally, and he was stuck in the swill

of the gutter, just as Jesus talked about in the passage from Luke

chapter 6. Until he found Jesus.

• There is a blind world out there, one which confidently, and with a

cocky stance pretends that they know the way, that they can find the

way along the path, that they will not ever lead anyone astray. We

live in a society in which we are encouraged to trust in those who

know no better than you and I.  

• We must follow Someone. We must reach out along the path of life,

and follow The One who will truly lead us through life and into

eternal life.  We must follow, we must strive,  we must reach out to

Jesus Christ.  The money in your pocket will not lead you right. The

work you do will not take you around the pits of pain in life. Reliance

on your own abilities will not keep you out of the gutters of life. You

may believe that you are a worthy judge of life, able to see and avoid

the flaws and faults of life.  You may believe that you can judge of

the messiness of those around you.  But the truth is that we share in

the sin and short-comings of the people of this world, and we are as

weak as others, since we are all sinners under God's grace.  And do
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we truly know that we too possess that same short-coming: that the

speck in someone else's eye really is the plank in our own?

• Growing up, our pastor used to talk about this finger-pointing of the

speck and plank in these terms: remember that when you point the

finger at others, three more are pointing back at you.  The message

was simple: don’t rely on yourself or follow the wrong leader in life. 

There is only One to follow.

Part 2: Of Storms and Foundations

• We have all heard stories of people whose lives are built on the things

of this world: those who rely on the riches of this world, or the power

they have in their own abilities. And then when the pendulum swings,

they are suddenly lost in the storms of life.

• Charles Dickens' character Ebenezer Scrooge was a good example. 

When he was shown the world after his death, the reality that all his

wealth, all his power, all his accomplishments amounted to nothing,

he fell the pieces. Nothing Ebenezer had built was a solid foundation.

• Jesus relates this in terms of houses on foundations.  Those homes

which are well built on solid foundations can withstand the storms of

life.  The well-built houses are obvious after a storm - they are still

Page 6 of  8



standing. Those which are poorly built on sand or any other weak

foundation will not stand firm in the midst of storm.  The weaker,

poorly founded houses are but a remnant of their former self. 

• In our old neighbourhood in Owen Sound was a beautiful house.

Clean. Neat. Brand spanking new. And completely unlivable. It was

built on a weak foundation, and as the people moved in, it was falling

apart.

• Folks, unless you build your foundation NOW on Jesus Christ, you

are letting yourself in for a fall.  Unless you have your foundation in

Jesus Christ, you will crumble in the face of diversity and problems.

Unless you are firmly rooted in the foundation of Jesus the Christ,

you will not stand in the face of calamity and disorder. 

• But know this: the well built life, only the one rooted in faith and

constructed in obedience to Jesus Christ is able to withstand the

storms of life that threaten us.  Christ's presence and power in your

life will provide a secure foundation on which you can stand in the

storm.   With Jesus as your foundation, you can build a life that lasts.

CONCLUSION:

• Rita McNeil songs reminded us that we are worthy. Did you know
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that you are worthy to Jesus? You are worthy of God's love, of God's

grace, of God's power to transform. Get to know Jesus in your life,

and you will be founded on the mighty rock that will never fail.  And

only Jesus, to use the title of one of Rita McNeil’s songs is the

“Reason to Believe!”

Hymn: 

Benediction: 1 Corinthians 16:13, 14, 23.       
“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  14  Let
all that you do be done in love.   23  The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with you.”
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